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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . Claim 7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

The claim is indefinite since there is period placed in the middle of the present 
claim 7 located at page 20, line 5. Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 15-16, and 18, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipiated 
by Bonsall et al. 

Bonsall et al disclose a video processing apparatus that shows all the limitations 
recited in claim 15, including the feature of a reproducing the multimedia stream (See 
the capability of playing back the multimedia from the processing system as specified in 
column 1 , lines 25-28, of Bonsall et al), the feature of inputting a media file reproduction 
order by a user to a main control unit (See Bonsall et al's column 6, lines 1-20), the 
feature of the media file constructed with multimedia stream data (See Bonsall et al's 
Figure 2), the feature of the index structure describing structural information or semantic 
information of the pertinent multimedia content (See Bonsall et al's column 7, lines 25- 
26), and the feature of controlling the media file reproduction in accordance with the 
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order inputted as specified in the present claim 15. (See Bonsall et al's Figure 1 , 
components 30, and 12). 

With regard to claim 16, the feature of the input unit uses a method using a 
mouse or a button as specified thereof is present in Bonsall et al's Figure 1 , component 
30, and 12). 

With regard to claim 18, the feature of the media file and index structure being 
located in the local region of the system as specified thereof is present in Bonsall et al's 
Figure 1, components 12, 14. 

4. Claims 1 7, and 1 9-21 , are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Claims 1-6, and 8-14 contain allowable subject matter over the prior art of record. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The claimed invention is directed to a non-linear reproduction control method. 
The independent claim 1 identifies the feature of " selecting a structural information or 
semantic information alternation point of the multimedia stream mostly adjacent to the 
present reproduction position as a reproduction resuming point on the basis of the 
determined skip direction and skip unit: and resuming reproduction of the media from 
the selected point ". And further, the independent claim 10 identifies the feature of 
" displaying additional reproduction resuming candidate points using the structural or 
semantic information alternation point or point calculated bv using a multiple of the 
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temporal offset besides the reproduction restart point on a screen by using a kev-frame 
or a key-region: and resuming reproduction by considering the selected point as a 
v. reproduction restart point when the user selects the key-frame or key-region displayed 
on the screen ". The closest prior art, Bonsall et al discloses a video processing 
apparatus, either singularly or in combination fails to anticipate or render the above 
underlined limitations obvious. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Mandler et al discloses use of special directories for encoding semantic 
information in a file system. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bob Chevalier whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7374. The examiner can normally be reached on MM-F (9:00-6:30), second Monday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



B. Chevalier 
June 26, 2005. 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



